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Oatley Bowling & Recreation Club
INTRODUCTION

My background for this presentation:
— Campaign to save club. Unsuccessful, but may achieve some good in the end
— Salvage from club, before vandals destroyed the lot

Story of Oatley B & R club is the story of many Bowling Clubs
Changing demographics and interests

Thanks to contributors

Thanks to pioneers who originally built the club and kept it going

Please let me know if | have any information wrong



Oatley Bowling Club

Two strands to story:

» Local. Location, creation, operation, downfall and
demise

« Social changes. Reduction in popularity of lawn bowling.

Eg. From ABC Central Coast, August 2012:

Since 1995 more than 350 clubs across New
South Wales have merged or closed down,
174 of those from regional and rural areas of
the state.



Oatley Bowling Club

Statistics on Number of Bowling Clubs in Sydney

Year

1971

1974

1984

2001

2007
2013

No of Clubs*

250

260

290

233

207
190

Population (approx)

2.8 million
3 million
3.4 million

4.15 million

4.3 million

4.7 million

*Approx No, sourced from Street Directories



Oatley Bowllng Club

Is this how the site would have looked in 17887
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Oatley Bowling Club

; ; . T = P S New Soull
RECORDED and ENROLLED in the Registrag) General's Office, at Sydney, in New Suuth

day of
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Record of transfer from Charles Cecil Griffiths to George Neville Griffiths on 3 June
1885, then to Oatleys Estate Company Limited on 14 th December 1896.



Oatley Bowling Club

« Area was sub-divided and
building blocks were sold
in 1913 as the Gungah
Bay Oatley No 2 estate.

Approx location of
bowling club
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Oatley Bowling Club

» Attempts to have a park were long-standing

« Report to Council:

» In fact, they first approached council in January 1940, if not earlier.

Hurstville Municipal Council Minutes
17t February 1944



Oatley Bowling Club

Myles Dunphy was one of those who approached Hurstville
Municipal Council with a view to turn the land into a reserve.
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Oatley Bowling Club
Slte in 2007

Scale 1:2122 || 100m f

Source - NSW Department of Lands SIX Viewer ©sx.nsw . gov.au

o Sydney - Newcastle Aerial photos (High Resolution) - Ausimage ® SKM 2008

Includes property boundaries, roads and location of Bowllng Club



Oatley Bowling Club

» Despite being sub-divided, it was difficult to continue
Yarran Road to Mulga Road due to swampy conditions.

« Council Engineer’s rough estimate was £120,000 as
shown in the council correspondence of July 1944:

However, some blocks were sold.



Oatley Bowling Club

Some locals objected to this resumption, as shown in the
council minutes of 3@ May, 1945:

Mr J S Sloman who owned No 5 River may have been one of these
residents. One of the grounds may have been that the owners were
absent and fighting for their country.



Oatley Bowling Club

The properties were eventually resumed anyway, with assistance from
the Dept of Lands (16" November 1944), being a grant of £500 towards
the cost of acquiring land at Gungah Bay for park purposes.



Oatley Bowling Club

First known proposal for a bowling club was a notice in the press by
Ernie Stanhope (known as founder, according to Norma Dendle).

= F z = 1 f r - -
- As a result of a rotice in th: ocal Tress bv I, Skanhore
the inaumur-tion T the 0atlev Dowlines and Reer=ati-n Club tnok

place in Jatlev Par’t on the 20th December, 1959 at 10.*5am (Hence
the Club badpge). Arisins {rom this meetinz of 1loeal re idents

the Foundation Conmittee was [ormed,

FOUNDATIONT  COXMITTEE

President R.J. Hand
Senior Vice President R.A. Struck
Junior Vice Pr sidents K.C. "achett

iZ.A. Stanhope
Secr-tary GM.P. Bterhienson
Treasurer TeA., Paull
Bowls Jecretary A.J. ‘alker
Committeemen ".J. lland

He Tattersnll
l.d. Dendle

Progress wns so rapid th't the Committee was able to ¢all
a public meeting n 24th February, 1960 in the local Swirming

Club Hall of those desirous of becoming members of the Club,



Oatley Bowling Club

The first meeting in OATLEY BOWLING AND RECREATION
December 1959 was held okl
at 10.15am as shown as s
shown on the clock in
front of the clubhouse,
and in various
documents, eg, official
opening programs.
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Oatley Bowling Club

Oatley Bowling and Recreation
Club held its first meeting on
20t December 1959

Here is the list of those who
attended
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Oatley Bowling Club

comaims " ReTRO
Here are the Py e AE
minutes of that
meeting



A second meeting

followed a week or so . PEVEE VR F #ewr. donems

Oatley Bowling Club
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Oatley Bowling Club

In February/March 1960 Hurstville Municipal Council resolved:

» to approve the plan for the club submitted by Oatley Park Bowling
Club, and
« permission be granted to commence clearing of the land.



Oatley Bowling Club

Work then proceeded apace
By May 1960, earthworks had started.

Evidence for this were the complaints by Messrs J S Sloman, D D
Johnston and D D Martin

Hurstville Municipal Council correspondence includes a letter (13t
May, 1960) from these men detailing the covering of River Road
with “stones and dirt".

Another letter on 15t May submitted an eight point compromise,
including more formal roadworks, objections to the low rent and
better planning for the area.

Obviously many of these points were not fully carried out.



Oatley Bowling Club

On 5t July, 1960, the Oatley Bowling
and Recreation Club Limited was
incorporated under the Companies
Act, 1936 and took over the Oatley
Bowling and Recreation Club.

Circular requesting Members/
Associated Members to apply for
membership of this new limited club.

Under the Liquor Act the club had to fix
annual subscriptions and these were
set at £1/1/-

Also notified members of an
extraordinary meeting at Mortdale
Bowling Club to collect fees, etc, and
obtain guarantors for the bank
overdraft.




Oatley Bowling Club

Finance was arranged through the Commonwealth Trading Bank
and members also invested their own money to pay for the
construction of the greens and clubhouse.

A herculean task faced the Committee, Th- ~ite rr~~uired
t » be clearad 2nd levelled but this =ork had progressed to a

stage in May, 1960, that it wns possible to complete plans for

the lavout of the first pgreen and its surrounds, In th. mrantime

finance had been arranged through the Fortdale Branch of the
Commonwealth Tra:dine Bank nnd br debentures taken out by the

members.,

Excerpt from original history notes as shown in “Our Beginnings” in the
Official Opening Program

When the Club incorporated in 1960 it had 200 Ordinary Members
and 100 Associated Lady Members from both sides of the line.
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N.S5.W. Stamp Duty
£1.10.0 Paid
20.4,.61

In 1961 a lease
was drawn up by

(:()Ljr](:ll OF HURSTVILLE (hereinafter called the Council and which

THIS DEED made the Seventh day of April One thousand nine

hundred and sixty one BETWEEN THE COUNCIL OF THE MUNICIPALITY

expression shall be deemed to mean and inelude the Council

itssuccessors and assigns) of the one part and OATIEY BOWLING

AND BECREATION CLUB LIMITED duly incorporated under the

Companies Acts now in force for the State of New South Wales
(hereinafter called the Club and which expression shall be
deemed to mean and include the successors and permitted assigns
of the said Club) of the other part WHEREAS certain land (of
which the land hereinafter described forms part) situate at
Oatley in the area of the said Municipality was acquired by
the Council by purchase and now is vested in the Council for
the purpose of public recreation and as otherwise deemed
desirable AND WHEREAS the said Council has power to give a
licence to use any part of the said land at such rent for

such purposes and for such term and subject to such provisions

and conditions as the Council shall see fit AND WHEREAS the

Excerpt from Lease dated 20t April 1961
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» QOatley Women’s Bowling Club was formed in April, 1961.
106 Gungah Bay Road,

SAZLET,

IOHI ‘pﬂl' l.ﬂ.

The Buntnq.

HeS.W, Women's Bowling Assoclation,
130 Viotoria Road, Bellwue Hill,
SIDNEY,

M“.

I desire to inform you that permission has been
granted the Assoclate Iady Memboers of this Club to form the
Oatley Women's Bowling Club and one groen (7 rinks)will be
allotted to them on Wednesdsy of each week at least, As soon
48 our second green 1s avallable, which could be within the
next two months, addlitional #nks will be made availble to
their members whenever practlicabl e,

The mambers of the Oatley Women's Bowling Club are
desirous of affiilation with Assoclatlion and t he neces
forms are enclosed herewlith, e oy

Trusting thelr application will receive yowr early
and favourable consile.atlon,
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First clubhouse was completed in 1962.

The building was designed by Messrs Loder & Dunphy.
Was this Myles or Milo Dunphy, son of Myles Dunphy?



Oatley Bowling Club

Pictured above is the main lounge. a highlight of which is_the dnlly glozed
call overiooking the | lower green. Below is a elose-up of the large bar.

Interior of the new-E28,000 club house



Oatley Bowling Club

(nother view of the lounge looking towards the main entrance of the clubhouse: brush box parquetry is used for flooring

The building was built by E J Russell & Co.



Newspaper report of the
opening of the first green.

Included the fact that
there were 200 men and
100 women members
with Ray Hand as the
President.

The women were “led by
Gwen Beavan, who
recently retired as
headmistress of one of
Sydney’s biggest public
schools.”
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A plague was fixed to the entrance of the new Club
House to commemorate its opening.

——— ———
-—

OATLEY BOWLING AnD RECREATION CLUB UD}

THE CLUB HOUSE AND GREENS WERE
OFFICIALLY OPENED BY

OR. NEIL F BENJAMIN.

1
\
|
|

| DEPUTY PRESIDENT ROYAL NEW SOUTH WALES
BOWLING ASSOCIATION
ON 27™-MAY 1962
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PROGRAMME

Official Opening Program
Concluding with High Tea at 5pm!
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Official Opening History



Oatley Bowling Club

Official Opening History
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Early site works and members
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Club members selected a symbolic design for their club badge — a clock
face bordered by gum trees and a pair of bowils.

Ron Dendle’s club badge and life members badge
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Early
ceremony in
1960s at
entrance to
the original
clubhouse.

Opening of
clubhouse?




Oatley Bowling Club




Oatley Bowling Club
Drama

Sometime not long after the club opened it was robbed.




Oatley Bowling Club
In 1969, Oatley Bowling Club won its only Sta\:[e Pennant.

and SUTHERLAND SHIRE LEADER ° Wednesday, July 2, 1969
| TOPPED THE |
| SR AT — ‘E

:

THE OATLEY BOWLING CLUB unfurled its Stote Pennont o - pesesee
Flag ot @ ceremony on Scl'utdnr_l I”MJclub waon the t ‘, y

recently. The cor iy was p by Dr. K. Richardson,
 vice-president of the Royal N.S.W. Bowling Association,
Pictured ot the uafurling are the Moyor of Hurstville (Ald. §

G s st Club President, R Myles

From St George and Sutherland Leader 2" July 1969




Oatley Bowling Club

Second clubhouse was built in 1972, as shown on the plaque
commemorating its opening near the entrance.

7

OATLEY BOWLING ano RECREATION
CLUB LTD.

THE NEW CLUBHOUSE
WAS OFFICIALLY OPENED BY

D.K. BRADBDOCK, eso. PRESIDENT

ROYAL NEW SOUTH WALES
BOWLING ASSOCIATION
ON 27™H MAY, 1972

This building appears to have been a reconstruction of the original building.
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Report from
Leader on 31st

May 1972.

Note the badge
on the wall
behind.
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Oatley Bowling Club
The women won the 1978/1979 29 Metropolitan Pennant.

From Leader 22" August 1979: N Dendle (Pres), D Parkinson,
N Battishall, D Skinner, E Buck, C Stepto, J Dever and others.
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In 1981 the club celebrated 21 years since its creation

| e‘g

l “’M"
|
OATLEY BOWLING AND RECREATION CLUB OATLEY WOMEN'S BOWLING CLUB
PAST PRESIDENTS PAST PRESIDENTS
D )
K X
DL SAI
TTER OR
LES REAL
ALP N
VBRIEN 1874977 || N, DENDLI
\I|l:
e

215t Birthday Ball Invitation



Oatley Bowling Club
{1A® 15 i 1V

rnie Stanhope speaking
(with Ray Hooper, left, and Ron Dendle, right)



Wi

o

Gwen Bevan and Norma Dendle cutting the cake
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Information handout for visitors
and prospective members.

Contains information about James
Oatley, his land grant and the
Bowling Club.

W;rﬂ .’J‘;c (_:{mip/m:.‘uf.\ u}{

Oa t/e(t/ o w/r'ng C /l t £

This district bears the name of lames Qatley, watch-engineer,
who was transported to NSW for life in 1815.

Governor lachlan Macquarie granted Oatley a conditional
pardon in 1817 for his work in installing the clock at the
Hyde Park Barracks, and he was appointed overseer of the
Town Clock.

lames Oatley’s clock was placed above the commemorative
stone which bears the inscription — “L. Macquarie Esq.,
Governor 1817". The stone still remains in its commanding
position averlooking Queen’s Square in Sydney.

Records indicate that Oatley conducted a successful business
as a walch engineer, and was actively associated with Francis
Greenway, Government Architect of early Sydney.

In recognition of his services to the Colony, Oatley was
granted 470 acres of land adjacent to Georges River.

At a Public Meeting held in Oatley Park on Sunday, 27th
December, 1959, to consider the formation of a Bowling
Club, suggestion was adopted that the club emblem should
be in the form of a clock, and that the hands be set at
fifteen minutes past ten lo indicate the precise time that
the meeting was opened; the leaves supporting the clock
face are meant to show the setting in which this meeting was
held.
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Newsletter Bowls and Bowlers in January 1981 included
The Confessions of an Apprentice Bowls Secretary.

CONFESSIONS OF AN APPRENTICH BOWLS SHCASTARY,

Well, I am not really an =pprentice to the Bowls Jecretery noxr do I
have any embitions in that direction. But I em g member of the Bowls
Comnittea and make out the cerds on Thursday end generally orsgsanise the
EEme., Any compleints and/or comstructive eriticiem of my performance
must be typed, double speced and heve three carbon copies attachedi. b
fer I heve not recsived any communicetions in such form 8o may-be I am not
sc bad or at least, better than nons. Howeyer~i-tove-heard some grumblinse
end ezperienced troumns,

To illustrete: I first acted =s Buwls Secretery on a Saturdsy shortly
efter the Annual Meeting. There was a speccial pame and pleyers n=mes had
been entered on shest and some also had put their neimes in the box. Eut
there wes an odd number and after a few teclophone calis, I was able to find
anothey sterter. Ihe cards weres mads out and salled but beforas I could
say "on with the game" Bruce Ashton pulled the *ug “Trom under my feet by
sgaying "fou celled my name out twiceln And ao I hed unfortunately.

An expert would have sorted thise out in & Tew seconds but I certainly
wzan't an expert. it was soon discovered thet three gamea could not get
astarted-~-the two that hed Bruce sa = ployer snd another that wes short of
& player. Eventuelly the penny dropped bscnuse the non-errival of the
latter player meant that we had an even smasber 4n total, Bo the three
games eventaully got under way with emended cards, A= one pleyer,
grumbling at the late start said "[his would nsver heve happened in {you
leviow wha'a) day,"

Another illUstration: fhis fncident wes somewhot cimilar and cocurred
the following Triday in the mixed, The shoet looked like & palt~a-pu
ticltet with nemes added, subtracted, altered and deletad, Any=vway there

were 41 names and gnther was necded to make the draw. So I telecphoned e
male member and reguestad thset he or his wife mey liice to play to asse the
acting bowls sec's burden. Hdis would be plessed--thark you very much.

At L.15pm I realised thet his wife was player Ho. 453 Fenicl I'raumal
Telephone, quiclk! 1 agcin spoke to the male and obseguiously explained
the situation. He, in turn, expleined thet hie wife as having her monthly

shower but nhe would withdraw from the game, Kz then shouted loudly to
his wifae "Nital Stop washingl" Angway, Nits please accept my spologlises

for disrupting your afterncon,

{ %aDuH.)
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A plaque was erected in a small
garden bed in 1982 to thank
volunteers.

It reads:

In appreciation of the achievements
of a group of volunteers from the
club who carried out various
projects over many years

June 1982 By their good
works

Shall ye know
them
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Times (etc) were changing

In 1983 the club was asked if it would allow a woman, who was born a male
and had undergone sex re-assignment surgery, to become a member.

— Few South Wales Women’s Wotwling Association

Tith FLOOR, 309 PITT STREET, 8YDNEY, 2000
PHONE: 267 T155
Pairon:

LADY ROWLAND All co to be d o
The Secratary, N.S.W.W.B.A.

President:
MRAS ). McKINNON

Hon. Treasurar:
MRS. E. HAYES

Sacratary:
MAS. P, DUCROU

Sth May 1983

All Member Clubs and District
Associations of The New South
Wales Women's Bowling Association

Dear Members

NEW SOUTH WALES WOMENS' BOWLING ASSOCIATION AND NOELENA TAME

Many member clubs and district associations will be aware
that the Executive of the Association recently made a
determination on the status of Noelena Tame, a member of
Moore Park Women's Bowling Club. Noelena Tame was born a
male and approximately four years ago underwent sex
re-assignment surgery.

The Executive of the Association on the advice of its
solicitors made a determination that the affiliation of
Noelena Tame was invalid by virtue of the fact that Noelena
Tame is for the purposes of the law a male.

This circular has been prepared so that all members of the
Association may voice their opinion and indicate te the
Fvarmitive nf rhe Aszsnniation. after consultation with all
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The 25th anniversary of the club was commemorated in
1985, as shown on the plague commemorating its opening
near the entrance.

| [OATLEY BOWLING avo RECREATION CLUB LTD.

CELEBRATING 25TH ANNIVERSARY
THIS PLAQUE OFFICIALLY UNVEILED BY

3RD AUGUST, |985

J.T.CARMODY
PRESIDENT




Z Tl e S

25th Birthday
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Example of partying
from Clockwise:

‘5,633 gallons of
beer disappeared
during 1963, at the
rate it is flowing at
present with the
help of our genial
John and Roy, you
boys should beat
this record easily
for 1964.”

Not a bad effort for
200 members!

What about
the girls?
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Members attempting to break the record!
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The girls knew
how to party too!

Ladies Choir
Xmas Concert
1970s Cinderella



Ladies Choir Xmas Concert 1970s MV Oatley
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2 . L A

Not sure about one of these girls though! “




Celebrating the 25" Anniversary

L — R: Pat Marmody, Mimi Frost, Noela Bentley & Officals



Celebrating the 25" Anniversary
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Celebrating the 25" Anniversary

L — R: Edna Bryant, Jean Dever & Grace Gibson
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Celebrating the 25" Anniversary

L — R: Joan O'Brien, Unknown & Betty Small



Oatlev Bolinq Club

|

>

Celebrating the 25" Anniversary
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OATLEY BOWLING CLUB

Foundea 1960

First Meeting of Directors, Wednesday, 7th September, 1960,
at 122 Myall Street, Oatley, at B pm
Elected—

Fresident: R, J, Hand
anr. Vice-Pres.: R, A, Struck
Jnr. Vice-Pres.: E. A. Stanhope
K. C. Wackett
Hon. Treasurer: W. A. Paul
Hon. Secretary: 5. M. F. Stephenson
Committee: A. 1. Walker, 5. M. P. Stephensan
H. Tattersall, R. J. Dendle

OFFICE BEARERS — 1985
President: J, Carmody

Snr. Vice-Pres.: F. Keating
Vice-Presidents: D, Bennett, T. Riley
Hon. Secretary Mchonald

Han, Treasurer: C. Small

Bowls Secretary Basille
Committee
K. Duce, D. 5 0. Quest

TOASTS

The Queen
Proposed by President Jim Carmody
Royal MSW Bowling Association
Proposed by President Jim Carmody
Response by President Royal NSW Bowling
Association Jack Ball .

The Day We Celebrate
Fast President K, Wackett

The Fresident
Proposed by Snr. Vice-President Frank Keating

Response by President Jim Carmody

Our Quests

Froposed by Secretary E. McDonald

Response by President Aust. Bowling Council
L. T. Fraser

Our Ladies
Committeeman Don Sinclalr
Respanse Madam President Moela Bentley

Froposed by

e

Presentation of Trophies by Bowls Secretary Joe Baslle

Toastmaster Ron Lord

Celebrating the 25" Anniversary
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Celebrating the 25" Anniversary

L-R: Helen Smith, May Guest, Beryl Percival, Margaret Sinclair, Molly Battersee, Gema Magetson,
Josie Carmody & Pat Carmody
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IR

Celebrating the 25" Anniversary

25™ June 1986 President Jim Carmody responding
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Pre-computerised record keeping
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A new constitution was drafted in 1986.

Under this Constitution the Ladies Bowling Club became a sub
club of the main club. They would have their own President.

The main club was then run by both the ladies and the men who
voted in the next elections for the Management Committee.
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The March 1988 edition of the club newsletter, The HAND,
reporting on the half-yearly General Meeting, indicated that
enthusiasm from members was beginning to flag:

« Official positions could not all be filled

« Poker machine revenue was down.
» Reduction in numbers playing bowls

However, there was an increase in visitors due to the unfortunate
loss of the Oatley RSL club premises due to a major fire.

There was also mention of the work carried out by approximately
100 volunteers, who carried out the many tasks required to keep

the club going.
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Y e 4
THE i% E ﬁ CATLEY BUSLING
AL B & WECQFEATION CLUB
Chairman and Secretary: B. Dornan
NEWSLETTER MARCH 1988 $ priceless

SFECIAL DATES FOR YOUE DIARY

A programme for 1988 covering all events has been produced
and we are sure that all Members have one, the immediate special
events are these:-

APRIL 1 GOOD FRIDAY Club Closed all day
4 MONDAY Mixed Versatility Fours 10:30 am
17 SUNDAY Postal Bowlers Visit Mixed and Barbecue
25 MONDAY ARZAC DAY Remembrance Service 1 pm
MAY 15 SUNDAY Oatlev RSL Bowlers v Cricketers

FROM THE EDITORS GREEN

In this Newslelter will be found a report of the Half-Yearly
General Meeting of your Club, 72 Members were present and
more than two hundred were not. At. that meeting matters of
importance were discussed that all Members should be aware of. If
you were not present please be sure Lo read this report. and if yvou
know of Members who, for whatever reason, do not come to +the
club please ensure that they receive a copy of this Newsletter.

A disapointment. al. the Meeting was the tLotal silence with
which a request for nominations for Secretary-Licencee and filling

of a board vacancy was greested. For the Club to survive it is
dependent on everyone giving a helping hand in whatever way . their
talents may lie Alan Corbett has willingly given up his time to

become Assistant Treasurer and Noela BentLley her valuahle time to
assist Lhe Secretarial duties and this should be applauded and

emulated.
We would also take Lhis opportunity to commiserate with our

Where’s the
clock?

Note the
disappointment
expressed by
the writer
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A Statutory Directors report (required by the Companies code) in
1999 shows that the club was experiencing difficulties

The loss for the year 1999 amounted to $2,184, resulting from:
Bar trading turnover of $55,747 ($59,048 in 1998)
Poker machine turnover of $38,371 ($69,813 in 1998).

The Treasurer’s report indicated that this was due to: falling
membership, wet days and consumption of liquor due to age of

members.
This followed extraordinary growth in profit in 1997/98

Poker machine numbers were also being reduced.
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The Chairman’s report for 2002 highlighted the trouble the club was
in and described efforts to foster other groups.

These community groups were welcomed at the club:

Renown United Football Club

Renown United Baseballers

Hurstville Bridge club

Line Dancing Group

Student of St George college

Local club supporters

Oatley West United Soccer Club (All Saints?)

Local club supporters probably included locals who came to
listen to the group Young Once on Friday nights.

Oatley West Public School Art & Craft Show organisers also
had an enjoyable after show party there one year.
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In February 2003, the half yearly report showed that the Club was
experiencing further difficulties. There were:

. 116 bowling members

. 191 social members

« 89 Renown members

« 39 local members, & 63 bridge club members (recently joined)
Active players?

« 30 men and 30 women

The report also informed members that the club had a loss of $6,000
in the previous 6 months, although the Treasurer thought that

the loss was not that serious!

The barman’s position was also made redundant with the Secrary/
Licensee performing both functions.
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Due to this falling membership and financial difficulties, in 2002
the club had affiliated with the Renown United Sports Club.

Renown United Sports Club had “been resident at south
Hurstville Bowling Club for some years but due to changes at
that club it was inconvenient to remain there” (G Gerrard,
correspondence).

This allowed the licensed club (OBC) to remain viable and also
provided a facility for the Sports Club to base its operations.

The Sports Club then proposed that the name of the club be
changed to Oatley Renown United Sports club.

By 2003 the Oatley Sports Club Limited had been formed (with
comprehensive Constitution).

This union with the Sports Club was not enough to keep the club
viable and it closed in 2006
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Modern Entertainment

Group: Crack This - June 3rd 2005



Oatley Bowling Club
Tragedy!

Council ignored groups wanting to use the building
Club buildings attacked by vandals

Neglected by council

Destroyed and irretrievable

Demolished at last

Council wins

The beginning of the end.
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Gymnasium August 2008
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Club August 2008
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Community groups approached HCC to undertake community consultation.

Oatley Flora and Fauna corresponded a number of times expressing
concerns about the site in MKIes Dunphy Reserve, asking for public
consultation and release of the feaS|b|I|ty study, with little concrete
response.

Oatley Lions Club used the building for 6 to 9 months to store their
equipment. Their presence meant that the facility had some security.

During a quiet time of the year for Lions during winter, vandalising of the
club buildings began.

The Oatley Bridge Club had continued to use the building as well.
Line Dancers also used the club house for a time.

This damage could have been avoided if Council had made immediate
constructive use of the building, eg, community groups.

In 2006 HCC resolved to undertake a $70,000 feasibility study to investigate
Ieasm? the site for approx $3 million. Not released to public as “commercial
in confidence”. Freedom of Information applications were refused at the
time.
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Myles Dunphy .
:Bl.h-ht‘:lﬂd l{cy:rr\ ¢

Protest!
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Community Support
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-----

Community Support
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Oatley Residents Against Overdevelopment (Now Friends of Oatley) wrote
to HCC requesting that the feasibility study be released and presented a
petition in March 2007 containing over 400 signhatures. This Petition stated:

The former Oatley Bowling Club site is part of Myles Dunphy Reserve,
predominantly bushland which is owned by Hurstville Council, and is
zoned 6(a) Open Space.

We the undersigned:

Ask Council to recognise and maintain this site as publicly owned land
to continue to be used for public recreational purposes as per the
objectives of Zone No. 6(a) - Open Space Zone.

Stronﬁly object to the sale and any rezoning of any portion of Myles
Dunphy Reserve, named in honour of a former Oatley resident who is
regarded as the Father of Conservation in NSW.

Urgently call on Council to consult with the community to determine the

future community use of the former Oatley Bowling Club site, which is
public land.



Oatley Bowling Club

Friends of Oatley also asked Oatley residents to indicate uses for the
site. These were presented to council in April 2007. There was no
response from Council at the time.

This survey indicated overwhelming support for the area to be used as
bush/park and community facility.

Major concerns that were expressed were the need to avoid damage to
the bushland in the Reserve and to not intensify traffic problems in Mulga
Road.
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Counilrick up the club to protec

o

Club August 2008
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l .

Shame!
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Volunteer maintenance in case of repreive
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Greens August 2008
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Clubhouse site today



Oatley Bowling Club

From Upper Green
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.

Upper Green
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Different interests these days:

More active, Cycling
Individual, Travel
Affluent, Surfing
Mobile

Bushcare (eg. Myles Dunphy Reserve!)
Mens sheds (replacement?)
Diversity of population

Less active: Cultural
Electronic (TV, computers, games, etc)

Where have all the bowlers gone?
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Today’ s Bowlers?

Still in uniform!
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Hope for Bowling in the Future?

The Dalily Telegraph April 06, 2012:

Ten years ago bowling clubs were struggling, members were dying
off, profits were in a nosedive and younger generations viewed
lawn bowls as a pastime stuck squarely in the 1950s.

But an unconventional change in tack means the grass is finally
starting to look greener for hundreds of suburban clubs.

Clubs have dropped their air of formality - sometimes reluctantly -
and invited younger players to join them on the greens. And the
strategy is paying dividends. A recent audit found more than half a
million people regularly participate in formal competitions, including
200,000 in NSW
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Farewell bowling. Welcome ?
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Thank you.
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