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MEETING OF THE OATLEY HERITAGE GROUP 

HELD ON THE 23rd MAY, 1997 IN THE BAND HALL 

TOPIC II SYLVESTER AND HIS CASTLEII 

SUBJECTS PAPERS BY Mrs Betty Goodger 
Mr. Lauirie Meakins 
Mr Alec Leach 

A reminiscence 1990 George Tamplin 
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SIL VESTER'S CASTLE 

Notes prepared for Oatley Heritage Group, meeting Friday, 23 May, 1997 
by B. Goodger 

WRITTEN SOURCES 

STORfES 

1939 Oatley Castle: Reminder of the War Days 
IN THE PROPELLOR 18 May 1939 page 7 column 5 - . 

This article is unsigned, gives only approximate dates and does not name the 
"eccentric, wealthy owner". It does locate the "Castle", "facing the junction of the 
George's and Woronora Rivers and overlooking Como Bridge". The article says ; 
"Soon to be demolished to make WnV for less r orn.an t ir' m('lriprn nlln9":=!lmw" 
so presumably the walls were still standing in 1939.The article says the stone was 
quarried on site and that the "timber roof members" came from an old theatre 
(not named) and transported to Oatley; the plans for building were altered contin 
uaUy with portions of the building being demolished and reconstructed. The author 
claims that the owner wanted to build a fort to combat the Germans, who presum 
ably were to invade Australia via Georges River (during the 1914-1918 War.) 
He claims there was a small weatherboard room built in the quarry, with access via 
a plank, to give the owner privacy and security. He concludes "The Warel1ded long 
before the building was 'under way' but for over six years after the War, the work 
was carried on.( This would mean building was going on in 1924.) He comments that 
swagmen used the Castle, so damage was taking place. 

1979 Oatley: The Working man's paradise, by Elaine Howard. Oatley. Lions Club 
of Oatley, 1979 pp 20 Photo, 21 

r On the point above Neverfail Bay ~ I~rge-~t;~~ m'a~si~~ -w"~~ V 
built for Mr. Silvester of Silvester Smallgoods, but this was 
later abandoned and proved a good playground for a generation 
of Oatley children. Over the years as the stones gradually 
disappeared the legends about Silvester's Castle blossomed 
with wildflower profusion. To some Silvester was a spy who 
built his fortress like some castle on the Rhine to aid the Kaiser; 
to others he was a philanthropist preparing to shelter all the 
peopleof Oatley when the invasion came. Are these memories 
relics of the childrens' games? Such memories are still vivid 
now and very real to those who remember childhood days 
when Oatley boys and girls scrambled on the crumbling turret 
high above the glistening river and the lattice girders of the I 
railway bridge. ____J 

.. .____..,____,_,-- 
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1981 Oatley In Early Days, by D.J.Hatton Monograph 9, Hurstville Historical 
Society 1981 

p. 23 has a reference to "the big rock below below Sylvester's (sic) Castle", as a 
good spot for fishing. 

~. I --sYLVESTER'S CASTLE 

Another interesting event at Gungah Bay was the 
building of Sylvester's Castle in Yarran Road, at the 

25. 

... 

corner of Southern street. Mr. Sylvester of the wall-known 
small goods shops in Sydney, was going to have his home 
built in a beautiful position, with commanding views of the 
river. The stone was cut by stonemasons on the site but as 
the property was 50 far away from where they lived, stone 
masons did not stay for long. To get to the job they would 
ha ve to take the train to Como and walk back across the bridge 
to Sylvesters. The ~ork therefore proceeded erratically. Mr. 
Sylvester was considered to be an eccentric and there were 
many theories about the purpose of the house. such as an 
asylum for the mental or as a spy' 6 lookout in case an enemy 
force came up Georges River and landed troops to take Sydney 
from the rear. The building never reached roof height as 
parts were built. demolished and re-erected to a different 
plan. Beneath there were tunnels and cellars and water tanks 
built like rooms. To the children of Oatley, the castle was 
a marvellous playground, for there were so many exciting nooks 
and crannies to explore. The stone was cut from the centre to 
form a quarry and the castle built around this. In this 
quarry was a weatherboard cottage, built on concrete piles, 
the only access by a plank across the ten feet drop of the 
quarry. This cottage contained papers and photos, a table 
and a red cedar chair. The children would swing around on 
this, for the door of the cottage was not locked, and Mr. 
Sylvester was only there when the stonemasons were working. 
In the mid-1920s, the inevitable happened. for one Saturday 
afternoon, a fire destroyed the wooden cottage. and the 
firemen and all the children of the district were in atten 
dance. The project was now abandoned. the Castle fell into 
disrepair, and the stones were scattered to the winds, some 
to reappear as foundations of houses and neat stone fences 
within the viCinity. N.B. ShocJla. k ~il 
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1984 OatAey Writes ... A Souvenir publication of Oatley's 150th Anniversary 1833-1983. 
p 38 

r SILVESTER'S CASTI.E 
Until recently, at the end ofYarran Road - the point of land between Neverfail Bay and Gungah Bay - were the 

remains of "Silvester's Castle". There are many rumours about this building, but one of the most persistent is that Mr. 
Silvester was on remittance from his family - the Silvester smallgoods people. There were those who believed that 
Silvester's ideas were "different" from most people's. In any case, during World War J, Silvester formed the opinion that 
the Germans would come up the Georges River and auack Oatley, so he began to build a castle with turrets, armouries, 
dungeons and so forth. The castle was never completed and in fact wh,at there was of it seems to have been POOrly.J 
constructed. Now that the castle has gone, there are many stone fences in the viduity. 

p57 par. 8 Reminiscences of Meryl Rosk in 1928. 

"After Sunday Schoo! we would walk to near Como Bridge to Silvester's Castle, which 
also held fascination for us with its dungeons." 

P 46 Photo no date Shows a view of the Railway Bridge through a doorway. 

1996 Pictorial Memories St George, Rockdale, Kogarah, Hurstville. Crows Nest, 
Kingsc1ear Books, 1996 pp 74-75 

... _ .......... '-'. """ ....... -"- .............. u ....... v l""~- ........ '- ......... L 'OJ ....... -.u. ...... 

In Oatley, at a point of land at the end of 
Yarran Road between Neverfail Bay and 
Gungah Bay, Silvester's Castle was built. Stories 

abounded about the building including a ver 
sion that Silvester was a remittance man separae, 
ed from his family, the Silvesters of smallgoods 
fame. However, Silvester, during World War l, 
believed the Germans might invade and sail up 
the Georges River to attack Oatley. To defend 
the area be planned a castle with turrets, 
arrnouries and dungeons. The castle, poorly 
constructed, was never completed and subse 
quendy many of the stones ended up in the 
fr.ont..fence.s of.homes iruhe area, 

No date Map of municipality of Hurstville showing historical places including 
historical notes. Produced for Hurstville Municipal Council in association with 
the Historical Society. Item 60 

Photocopy herewith 
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ááMr. Ron Holmes at Silvesrer's cestte in the 1940's." 

20 
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1990 Reminiscences of Oatley c.1928-1990, by George Tamplin 
From a copy in RAHS Library MF991.I/OAT pp 18-23 (Photocopy herewith) 

Mr Tamplin remembers walls two storeys high in 1935, was told a fire destroyed 
buildings in 1917 and the ruins vandalised after 194-5. 

"The Castle was surrounded with a beautiful stone waJl which was extracted 
from the sand stone on the property. The sand stone wall ran down the steep sandy 
rocky hill to the George's River, a length of about 600 to 800 feet about 2 feet 
wide and beautifuJly made." 

FACTS 

So much for the stories. Now for some facts. 

THE MAN 

Henry Crawford Silvester was the son of William and Ann Silvester. He died 
on 27 November 1935. (BDM Index Death 1935 no 19795) 

His death was reported in the SMH 28 November 1935 P 10 col. I 

DEATHS 

Nov. 27, 1935 at a private hospital, Dariinghurst, Henry Crawford Silvester of 
Sil vester Bros Ltd aged 73 years 

An obituary appeared in the same issue (SMH 28-1 J -35 p 16 col. f) 

OBITUARY 

HENR Y CRAWFORD SILVESTER 

The death took place yesterday of Mr Henry Crawford Silvester, one of the 
founders of the firm of Silvester Bros Ltd, small goods manufacturers, of Regent 
Street, Redfern. Mr Silvester was 71 years of age and had been ill for six months. 
He was born in Kent and was one of the youngest of a large family. He lost his 
father at an early age, and as a youth, worked his passage to New Zealand, where 
he joined his brother, William, at Lake Wanaka. After a few years in N.l., he came 
to Sydney about 1890, and with his brother, established the firm of Silvester Bros. 
The business was successful irom the outset and branches were established at the 
Central Railway Station and in the Strand Arcade. His brother, William, died in 
1927. Mr Henry Crawford Silvester was a bachelor and is survived by one sister in 
Sydney, his other surviving brothers and sisters living abroad. 

Note his age is given as 7 J, not 73 as in the death notice. 

A report of his funeral appears in SMH 29 November 1935 p 8 col.e 

"The funeral of Mr. Henry Crawford Silvester took place yesterday at the 
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ChUE-ch of England Cemetery, Woronora. 

The ,chief mourners were Mrs E.E. Silvester (sister-tn-law) and Mr A.Randall 
(brother-in-law) Silvester Bros were represented by Messrs V.H. Silvester, S.E.Blake, K.E.Silvester 
and K.W.Silvester (directors), K.T.Engl.ish (secretary), R. Granger ... and L.Silvester. 
Others present included (representatives of other firms) ... Mesdames V.H.Silvester 

and others. 
(The SMH microfilm was so unclear that I am not sure of some of the .initials.) 

This should dispel the story that Silvester was a German, settle the spelllng of 
the name as SIL VESTER, not Sylvester, and cast doubt on the assumption that he 
was a remittance man. 

SILVESTER'S WILL 

The Probate Index 1929-1938 shows two reference numbers, 213734 and 221490, 
gives the date of death as 27 November 1935, his residence as Sydney, with a note 
Pendente Ute, the Latin phrase for "law suit is pending." Mr Arthur Ellis, of 
Hurstville Historical Society kindly made available a photocopy of the will for me 
to examine. 
WILL 221490 Arthur Randall of Epping, brother-in-law, small goodsman, and 
Sydney Stansell Blake, accountant, were appointed as his trustees. 

He left his estate to be shared equalJy between his brothers and sisters: 

George Silvester, Grays Inn, pilot 
Edward Silvester South Africa 
Kate Silvester South Africa 
Ellen Rendell wife of A~'hllr Rendell. (sic) 

Should anyone die before hirn, their share was to go to their children. 

There was a provision that disposal of his assets was not to embarrass or prejudice 

Silvester Bros. 

The will was drawn 9 December t 927. He died in 1935. Probate was granted 
to Arthur Randall and Sydney Stansell Blake 24 May 1937. 

His estate realised £80,338. 

I doubt that he was a remittance man wi th such assets. 

H1S PLACE OF RESrDENCE 

From 1907 to 1921 he lived at "Nymboida", a house on the east side of Rosa Street, 
between Neville and Frederick Streets. (Sands Directories of Sydney) 

In 1921 the Hurstville Council Rate Books have an address for rates to be sent 
to William Bates at 55 St David's Road, Haberfield. Wm Bates and his wife 
attended Sivester's funeral, so he must have b-een a friend or business associate. 
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I could not find him in Sands Directory from 1922 to 1924, but in 1924, 
the rate notices were sent to his accountant, S. E. Blake. 

Prom 1925 to 1928, he lived at 14 Ada Street, Oatley. 

Sometimes Sands Directory has J. Silvester, not H. Silvester, but the Electoral 
Rolls prove he lived in Ada Street. 

1 could not find him in 1929, but in 1930 he moved to 29 Turner Avenue, 
Haberfield where he was still living in 1933, the last Sands Directory published. 
He died in 1935. 

PROFESSION 

The Electoral Rolls from 1909 to 1928, show Henry Crawford Silvester as a 
butcher from 1909 to 1922 living at Rosa Street, and until 1928, as retired and 
living at 14 Ada Street, Oatley. 

Deeds in the Land Titles Office, when he bought land in Yarran Road, show 
Provision Merchant. 

LAND HELD IN OATLEY 

While H.C.Silvester was living in Oatley, he bought several blocks of land 
across the railway line, in that part of Oatley which is in the Municipality of 
Hurstv ille. 

Rate Notices issued in December 1923 show his holdings : 

Valuation No Street Section Lot Unimproved Capital Value 

1131 Llewell yn Street 30/7 £10 
1132 II 30/6 £10 
2329 Southern Street 29/1-3 £5(.,.4 
2334 II 29/9 £ISO 
2330 II 29/4 £165 
2563 Waratah Street 27/16 '£10 
2564 " 27/15 £10 
2565 " 27/14 £10 
2566 It 27/13 £10 
2567 II 27/12 £10 
2569 27/11 £10 
2570 " 27/10 £10 { 

2597 If 31/6,7,8 £50 
2765 Yarran Road 32/17-23 £50 
2784 II 32/1-10 £363 
2790 II 32/16-22 $231 
2793 II 32/26 

He paid a total amount of f 36/6/9 in rates that year. 
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See Deposit Plan DP5510 which shows Henry Crawford Silvester's holdings. 
Section 27 Waratah Street is not shown on this map. 
See also photocopy of a subdivision map of the Oatley Estate, with lots marked. 
(From the collection in "Gladwyn") 

This estate was originally part of the 300 acres granted to James Oatley on 
31 August 1833. It then passed to Charles Cecil Griffiths on 21 March 1884. 
He sold it as Oatley's Estate Co Ltd 

PERTINENT LAND 

It is the three lots in Section 29 Lots 1,2 and 3 that concern our search, for 
it is on these lots that the stone buildings, known as Silvester's Castle stood. 

An area of 1 acre 2 roods was purchased by Herman Philip Henry Jasper Goth. 
This was Lots 1 and 2 of Section 29. He left it to his widow and sister. It was 
then sold to Henry Crawford Silvester, gentleman, on 9 December 1912. (Certificate 
of TitLe Reg. Book 1980 Folio 135) 

I have not sighted the title deed for Lot 3 section 29 but was told by Mr 
Arthur Ellis that it was purchased in 1909. 

This Lot 3 now has a house whose address is No 5, Southern Street, and 
the owner provided vital Information. 

Lot 1 Section 29 is on the corner of Southern Street and Yarran Road and Lots 
2 and 3 in Southern Street, the land runn ing down to Georges River. 

The dimensions of Lots 1, 2 and 3 varied. Each had a frontage of 66 feet, but 
the length, running down to the water line, was approximately 627 feet for Lot 1, 
547 feet for Lot 2 and 415 feet for Lot 3. 

The 1912-1914 Valuation Book shows that LotS 1 and2 (billed together) had a 
weatherboard house of five rooms on it and was therefore rated more highly. 
Lot 3 shows a value for land only, with no building. In the period 1912-1914, 
Silvester paid rates of £3/6/8 for Lot 1 on an UCV of £200, rates of £ 1 /10/0 for 
Lot 2 with an UCV of £90. and rates of £2/0/0 for Lot 3 with an UCV of £ 120. 

In 1920-1922 Lots 1 and 2 had an UCV of £264 and an ICV of £600, where Lot 
3 had a value of £132 for land only. 

The Valuation Lists for 1926 show for Lots 1,2 and 3, an improvement 
of "stone walls, etc". No improvements are shown on his other holdings in Southern 
Street, Lots 4- and 9 of Section 29. 

This is the only written evidence I have found for the existence of the Castle. 
Unfortunately this does not help in establishing the date that Silvester began his 
building. 

r do have a report of the state of building in 1928, supplied by Mr Laurie 
Meakin of 5, Southern Street, Oatley, i.e Lot 3. 
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Mr MeakIn has provided a map and states that the main building, with a tower 

was "approximately 50 feet from Southern Street and on the Yar ran Road boundary. 
It was of a 2-storey construction with an additional cellar constructed mainly of 
fine stone. However some concrete interior columns were used and at the southern 
end on top of the building, was a concrete water tank. 

The other main buildings were about 120 feet down Southern Street and approxi 
mately 50 feet from the street and another near the north-western corner of the 
block. 

These buildings both lacked roofs, however most of the walls were still in reason 
able condition. They were both single storey. Both had been badly gutted by fire." 

FIRE 

Everyone remembers the effects of a fire on the ruins. However, no one knows 
when it happens. Mr George Tamplin states 1917; Dr Hatton was told "the mid- 
1920"5. There is an index to the local newspapers at "Gladwyn", for the St George 
Call from 1904-1979 and The Propellor for 191 1-1942. No fire in the area is reported. 
There is a gap in the indexes of the SMH for the period. 

I cannot therefore find any record of the fire which destroyed the Castle. 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

Mrs Snoor of Waratah Street, Oatley presented an album of photographs of 
Silvester's Castle taken 24 March 1927 to the Hurstville Historical Society, who have 
deposi ted it with "Gladwyn", Their reference is Neg. 3 Film MN and others, and 
show the Castle with cellar, another building and some walls, with doorways but 
no roof. 

A copy of Neg. 3 Film MN is included. 

CONCLUSION 

] have presented, as promised, the written records T found on SflIester's Castle. 
Henry Crawford Silvester has been identified and something of his life revealed. 
The position of his "Castle" has been established, but I am sure you will agree, 
there is so much more we would like to know that must remain mere speculation. 

B. GOODGER 
2nd May 1997 

REFERENCES 

I gratefully acknowledge help given generously by Mrs Noela Davis, Mr Laurie 
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ADDENDUM 
/ 

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL NOT STRICTLY RELEVANTrrO THE CASTLE 

THE BUSINESS 

SIL VESTER BROS Provision Merchants, Poulterers, Pork Butchers, etc and 
Small goods manufacturers 71 Regent St Redfern 

This advertisement appeared year after year in Sands Directory. Other addresses 
in the City and suburbs appear butthis was the main building. It was demolished 
about February 1997. (per Arthur Ellis) 

WILLIAM SILVESTER 

According to Henry's obituary, William was his older brother. I did not find 
a death notice in NSW in 1927 that correspon-ded. William C Silvester died in 
1927 at Burwood (15107), but his parents were Frederick and Susan, not William 
and Ann as Henry. 

In the Probate Index for 1927, [ found William Craggs Silvester, who died at 
Homebush 27 ~ePtember 1927 No 148973. I have not sighted this will, so 
cannot be sur if he is the same man whose death was reported, or that he is Henry's 
older brother. 

OTHER SILVESTERS 

Mrs E.E.' Silvester, Henry's sister-in-law, was Elizabeth 
Ellen of 7 Culdees Road, Enfield. Her son, Eric William, student, lived with her. 
(Electoral Roll 1934 Parkes - Croydon Park 5539 and 5540) Eric William must be 
21 to be on the Electoral Roll, and is probably the Director, whose initials r could 
not be sure of from an indistinct microfilm of the SMH - K.? W. 

The Director, V.H. Silvester was Vernon Henry Silvester, director, of "Sunnyside", 
York Street, Belmore. (Electoral Roll 1934 Electorate of Lang Subdivision of 
Belmore 6079) 

He married Annie May Eleanor Philpot of Canterbur y in 1913. They had two 
children, Norman L. born 1914 at Burwood a,nd Margaret E. born 1917 at Burwood 
(BDM Register) 

I have not established any relationship between the following Silvesters 
listed in Sands Directory for 1933 : 

Alfred Charles Silvester 18 The Mall, Hurstville manufacturer 
Division of Barton subdivision of Kogarah 14494) 

Horace Edward Silvester 33 Forbes Street, Ashbury (Electoral Roll Parkes 
subdivision Ashbury but which gives his address as Croydon Park) 
motor mechanic 

(Electoral Roll 
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NOTES ON OTHER LAND HELD BY H.C.SILVESTER 

It is interesting to note that in the 1912 Rate Books, Silvester's name is 
incorrectly given as H.C.Sylvester of Rosa Street, Oatley and is corrected by the 1917 voume. 

Regarding Lots 1, 2-10 of Section 32, in Yarran Road, a note against Lot 1 states, 

"This land is unapproachable, being on a slope, the value being more than 
2034/2035", which are the other lots. Photocopy herewith. 
From Rate Book 1912-14 

Regarding Lot 4 of Section 29, in Southern Street, it was purchased by 
H.C.Silvester on 7 May 1921 for £ 180. 
HurstvilJe Transfer Book 1921 photocopy herewith 

Regarding Lot 9 of Section 29 in Southern Street, Lots 6 and 7 of Section 30 
in Llewellyn Street and Lots 67 and 68 of Section 31 in Waratah Street and 
Lots 1-10, 16-22 and 26 of Section 32 in Yarran Road, these were sold after H.C 
Silvester IS death, by his executors, S.S.Blake and A. Randall on 31 March 1938. 
Certificate of Title Vol. 2354 Folio 172. Photocopy herewith 
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Friday, 23 Mav, 1997. 

"SILVESTERS CASTLE" DISCUSSION 

Nancy Hirt: Our house is all standing on stone from Silvester Castle. My Dad 
used to push a barrow up every day. We had a heck of a day doing 
that until all the stones were brought down. Dad paid $5 for the 
block in about 1928. He was in the navy. 

Was the castle built during the war - 1917? 

Would you like to say something? 

Walls are very visible on the block. I can look at the -wall straight 
out of my front door. Side fences are the same. Number 1 goes right 
through to Yarran Road. We have found slate and broken glass around. 
If anyone would like to come and have a look, we can make a day. 

(Interjections) 
Anymore on fhe subject? 

There seems to be some query abou.t the spelling of SILVESTER. I 
always regarded it as having a "Y", In family conver sat.tons we 
talked about Pork Fritz and German Sausage and because of the war 

(WW2) it seemed to be renamed Pork aBusage and Devon. 
(Discussion earlier ascertained that "I" was the correct spelling 
although some people remember the shop name being "SYLVESTERS 
SMALLGOODS" etc.) 

Same Voice: Going back to Silvester Bros. - I seem to remember there being a 
factory at the Argyle Cut. Does anyone know? 

Voice: 

Nancy: 

Russ G: 

Ann 
M.eakins: 

Russ G.: 

Ann M.: 

Russ G: 

Voice: 

Ray 
Stevens: 

During the war! There were several severe fires, there was no hope 
of putting them out. The water was on Silvester land. We used to 
catch huge tadpoles in the water. It was 8 mtbsafter that we built 
a Hudson Ready Built home there. 

(Sam Pavey had previously stated there was s spring on the land.) 
Ann, is spring still there? 

o. 

I remember one being at Surry Hills. 

Nola Davis: When we used to go by train to 
erts on them. How was it spelt 

(Interjections by several) 
Voice: My grandfather used to work at 

it was spelt "SYLVESTER". 

Russ G.: 

Voice: 

Russ G.: 

Glenn 
Stevens: 

Ann M.: 
Glenn S.: 

Ann M.: 

Voice: 

ale V.: 

Russ G.: 

work, there wer e boardings wi th ad v 
hen? 

? and my Dad used to say that 

It IS spelt wi.t h an "I" so that's correct. 

It could have been a trade name. 

Anymore? 

Would it be ao idea to record the names of the first people to build 
on the Silvester land after his death? 

We built at No.3. We were the first. 
That was after the war (WW2). No others built on No.1 before that? 

Yes, not till after the war. 

Alfie Hawkins parents lived on the opposite side. Bouchiers were in 
the next section. The house is still standing. 
*>~***** 
Are we talking about the one and the same. They are not an overseas 
company? 

No. They are the same, William and Henry 1935 
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SILVESTER AND IDS CASTLE 
illS ADA STREET RESIDENCE 

BY: AI~ Leach 
Presented to The Oatley Herita2" Group Friday 23 May 1997 

"Oatley, The Working Mans Paradise," by Elaine Howard and "Oatley In The Early Days", by 
Dr. D. 1. Hatton have both touched on the subject of Silvester's Castle at the corner ofYarran 
Road and Southern Street. Joan Hatton detailed the structure of the building, the fire in the mid 
twenties and how the stones disappeared over the years. She also touched on an interesting 
point that he was an eccentric man. 
This eccentricity can be born out by two of our local citizens, Ray Stevens and Jim Nicholson 
who lived in Ada Street when Mr. Silvester was in residence at number fourteen Both 
gentlemen tell similar stories of Mr. Silvester buying large quantities of goods at auction and 
having the items stored on his adjacent blocks of ground. Telephone booths were the first item 
both men could recall) hand basins, old wooden cable drums, you name it he would have them 
stored in Ada Street A treasure trove for children of the street to explore. 
Ray recalls an old Sea Chest housed on the front verandah of Silvester's bouse. This intrigued 
Ray over the years, eventually he plucked up the courage went in one day and opened it. Inside 
he found old English journals describing the forthcoming journey that Lieutenant Cook was 
about to undertake to the Southern Continent .Interesting reading, yet the historical value meant 
nothing to Ray. He was more worried at the time about encountering the caretaker who always 
seemed to sense when the lads of the street were raiding the locust tree or hunting through 
anything they shouldn't be doing. This was all happening in the mid nineteen thirties. 
His house had the familiar "Silvester Castle" sandstone foundation and fence. It is pleasing to 
see the present owners Lois and Jim Vickery have maintained the house in its original state. 
Tom and Jessie Booth acquired the block of ground munber 12 which was part of the old 
Silvester property. When they were clearing the ground in the early Nineteen Fifties in 
preparation to build their house, the old shed down the back had some useless papers in it. 
They together with anything else were promptly burnt If only those ashes could talk today. 
Ray also recalls rails being laid from Ada Street down into the property to remove the years of 
accumulated treasures after everything was auctioned. The ground was too soft for trucks to 
remove the goods, everything was hauled up to the road by trolley. 
The residence at number 14 lay idle for years after Mr. Silvester moved to a family retreat 
especially catering for his extreme eccentricity before passing away. Two women, the wife of 
one of Oatley's prominent butchers) Mark Buttle and his daughter Lettie, bought the property 
and rented it for many years before the Vickerys became part of our co~ty. 
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