
Abbey	Family	in	Oatley	
	
	
OHHS	recently	received	and	email	from	Fran	Ridley	(living	in	Coffs	Harbour)	
who	was	researching	her	family	tree	and	one	of	the	ancestors	was	the	Abbey	
family	from	William	(from	1916	Kitchener)	street.	
	
The	info	OHHS	has	and	some	supplied	info	is	informally	gathered	in	this	
document.	
	
The following people living in William street in 1914. William street had a name change in about 1916 to 
Kitchener. 
 
Abbey Elizabeth Moore William HD 
Abbey Gertrude  William HD 
Abbey Martha  William HD 
Abbey Otto  William Carpenter 
Abbey Wilfred  William Traveller 
Abbey William  William Carpenter 
 
 
And I have Otto and Gertrude at 21 Kitchener in 1938 from electoral rolls. 
 
I have some of the children at the Methodist church around 1913 as well- Ernie Phyllis and William. 
 
 
Fran --  William built this home, his wife is Elizabeth, and the other names are his children, Leonorah is 
not there but she is my fathers mother. Have photos of most of them if they are needed by you. Have 
been doing family tree since 2001, and this is a gap i was trying to fill.  
 



	
	
	
	
This	photo	is	not	of	21	Kitchener	street	according	some	locals.	
	
Cliff	Crane	reported	the	following	
	
	
Just	to	add	to	the	mix	-	Jan	and	I	owned	the	21	Kitchener	Street	property,	for	only	a	short	
number	of	years,	during	the	1960s.	When	we	bought	it	the	house,	previously	on	it,	had	been	



demolished	except	for	the	very	dark	brick	footings.	After	demolition	and	removal	of	the	
footings,	the	property	was	vacant	for	some	years	until	we	sold	it	to	friends	Max	and	Diana	
Jackson	who	built	on	it	the	house	that	is	still	there,	in	which	the	Jackson	family	then	lived.	
Some	years	after	Max’s	death,	in	the	early	2000s,	Diana	in	2009	sold	the	property	to	Ray	and	
Laurie	Taylor,	the	present	owners.	

I	do	not	recall	the	name	of	the	previous	owner	from	whom	Jan	and	I	bought	21	Kitchener	
Street	Oatley,	in	the	1960s,	but	believe	a	family	called	Pilkington	lived	there	for	a	number	of	
years,	probably	up	until	demolition	of	the	house.	Mr.	Pilkington	who	came	originally	from	
Victoria	was	a	close	friend	to	the	late	Professor	James	‘Jim’	Douglas,	of	Oatley.	

William	Abbey	and	wife	Elizabeth,	with	son	Otto	and	daughter-in-law	Gertrude,	were	living	
in	the	weatherboard	house	on	21	William	Street	(as	it	was	then)	at	Boxing	Day,	
26th	December,	1911.		Another	son,	35	year	old	stud	groom	Wilfred	Abbey	who	lived	in	a	
separate	house	in	William	Street	with	wife	Martha	and	7	year	old	surviving	son	William,	
came	to	21	Kitchener	Street	and	fired	several	shots	from	a	rifle,	one	wounding	his	mother	in	
the	neck,	then	went	outside	where	he	killed	himself	with	a	gunshot	to	the	head.	

A	report	of	an	inquest	on	Wilfred’s	death	said	he	suffered	from	fits,	and	had	suffered	from	
“water	on	the	brain”.	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


