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OHHS NEWSLETTER JANUARY 2020

Another year has drawn to an end and new opportunities for learning about Oatley open up. This year marks our 25th anniversary, surely worth celebrating. It also marks, approximately, the 250th anniversary of the birth of our namesake and ‘founder’ James Oatley. There seems to be no record of the actual date of his birth but on his death in 1839 he was known to be 70 so it is reckoned he was born circa 1769-70. 2019 was another successful year in the quality of the presentations and the attendance at our coffee and chat sessions. In February we discussed Oatley society in 1918 as revealed by the local newspapers of the time; in May Oatley Bushwalkers of Yesteryear was the topic, our local radio astronomer Ruby Paine-Scott was presented in August and the story of oysters was the focus of Bob Drake’s talk in November. So, as we consolidate our position as the guardians of Oatley heritage and history, we can confidently make 2020 a significant silver jubilee.

Let us look at our program in 2020: we have, in February and very appropriately, a visit to the story of James Oatley researched and presented by Ros Ingram. In May Cliff Crane will give a talk on Judge John Neild. He has gathered a lot of information about the judge but would like more – e.g. anecdotes about him or family photos. If you can help, please contact Cliff on 9580 3269. Later in the year foundation member Alec Leach will talk us through the early days of our society.

Bill Wright is researching Bill Milne and Myra Wall for the RSL. If you can help him let him know at billyjowright@hotmail.com. I know we had some information on Myra Wall and her association with Oatley Park and the Southern Highlands, but we seem to have mislaid it.

Our plaques program has expanded significantly with the placement of two plaque: a large plaque/information board about the Oatley School of Arts (outside the library)has been erected in conjunction with Georges River Council, call in and have a look; and an OHHS plaque has been placed at the northern approach to the Como Bridge. Now a plaque is being drafted for the Robert Townson corner on Gungah Bay Road and Douglas Haig Street and we are seeking Georges River Council assistance in placing it.

Following the excellent presentation by Carolyn Little on Ruby Payne-Scott this year I approached Oatley West School to recognise Ruby’s two children Fiona Hall AO and the late Professor Peter Gavin Hall AO FAA FRS. Both attended Oatley West and went on to excel in their different fields. Peter became a world class mathematician and Fiona is one of Australia’s leading artists. It was agreed that the school would, each year, make the following awards: the Peter Gavin Hall Award for Mathematics and the Fiona Hall Award for Creative Arts. Well done Oatley West.

Both Oatley and Oatley West Schools presented Local History awards to students at the end of last year. The award at Oatley Public School went to Year 6 student Daniel Hicks and at Oatley West the winner was Anke Nagel. Congratulations to both students.

Housekeeping. On 28th February, before the Annual General Meeting there will be a special general meeting to consider the adoption of a new constitution. See details below. Please make sure your membership is up to date so you can take part in voting at the special meeting and the AGM. Members who were financial in 2019 retain their financial status till the end of March 2020. But it is best to renew now.

Coincidence: After Bob Drake’s November presentation James Chiswell and Bob realised that Bob, then living opposite the Chiswell's in Annette Street had been in the same Oatley Public School class with younger brother the late John Chiswell, and in time both John and Bob had been awarded an OAM.

On a far less pleasant note: James and Margaret Chiswell lost their south coast home to the recent inferno. They had to take shelter by lying down in the middle of a clearing as the flames swirled around. Their property was destroyed. We are very sorry to hear this news.

Another sad item: Bill Campbell, long time OHHS member and once secretary has died aged 87. He was ill for some time. Our sympathy goes to Bob’s widow Nola, an active OHHS member, and their family.

I close this newsletter, it is my last as president as our constitution requires that I step down after five years. I have enjoyed my term and I wish the incoming president a bright future in local heritage and history as we celebrate our 25th year.

Julian Sheen

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------OHHS SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING

Pursuant to Section 26 of the OHHS constitution notice is given of a Special General Meeting to be held at 10am on Friday 28th February 2020 at Oatley RSL and Community Club Letitia Street Oatley.

The purpose of the meeting is to consider and move to adopt a new constitution for the Society.

Explanation

The proposed constitution has been prepared by vice presidents Cliff Crane and Lawrie Yeomans primarily to bring our constitution into line with the model constitution recommended by the Department of Fair Trading and to include administrative matters not covered by our present constitution.

The OHHS management committee has carefully and thoroughly reviewed the constitution and unanimously recommends adoption by OHHS members at the special general meeting. A copy of the proposed constitution can be found on the Society’s website (see http://oatleyhistory.org.au/)). Any member who would like a briefing on the new constitution prior to the special general meeting should contact Cliff Crane on 9580 3269 before 21st February.

Voting will be by members’ show of hands and will require a 75% majority for approval.

Bill Wright

Secretary

Annual General Meeting: Election of Management Committee 2020

Any member may, indeed is encouraged to nominate for any position on the committee.

The positions are: President; Vice President (2) Secretary, Treasurer and up to seven additional committee members

Nomination forms, to be signed by the nominee, mover and seconder are available from me. jandasheen@optusnet.com.au or 9594 4888 and returned to me by 21st February.

Julian Sheen
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