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TECHNOLOGY 7TH FEBRUARY 1966

• Did we have  ?                                                    We Had

• Photo Copiers                                                    Paper Records

• Fax machines                                                      Tracing Paper & Lined Paper 

• Mobile Phones                                                    Sharp Pencil & Rubber

• DX Services                                                        Pay Phones in Basement 1 and 2nd Floor

• QR Codes                                                          Set Square & Ruler

• Calculators                                                          Australia Post

• Electronic Records Storage                                  7 storey Records wing, strengthened Floors For Storage of Paper Records



PRESENTATION

• During presentation I will talk about paper records, which were only available to view at 
Queens Square Office of  The Registrar General

• Electronic records available through a Broker from any part of the world in seconds 
through the Historic Land Records Viewer (HLRV)

• The three  Title Systems, Crown Title, Old System Title and Torrens Title

• Different types of records that make up the HLRV

• The presentations aim is to demonstrate how to locate historical documents of current 
parcel 
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Plan 1867

Box Tree



REFERENCE MARK AND  PLAN



CROWN LAND

Part 1



CROWN LAND

ORIGINALLY ALL LAND IN NEW SOUTH WALES WAS CROWN LAND

WESTERN LAND COMMISSION LAND
TIDAL RIVERS, CREEKS CROWN ROADS
LEASEHOLD LAND
COMMUNITY LAND AND RESERVES
OTHER CROWN LAND

SURVEYOR GENERALS OFFICE SET UP TO ADMINISTER AND GRANT LAND

FIRST SURVEYOR GENERAL WAS AUGUSTUS THEODORE ALT



FIRST GRANT
Serial 1 P 1



OLD SYSTEM TITLE

• Common Law title based on English system

• Land granted between 1792 and 1862 and not converted to Torrens Title

• Cumbersome – proving title depended on your chain of title

• Vendors index introduced in 1825 

• Purchases Index in 1896

• Not necessary to register documents e.g. conveyances and plans etc.

• More expensive to sell, need for up-to-date title search and survey

• Primary application to convert to Torrens Title

Part 2



JOHN PALMER
PLAQUE

6 Riley Street 

Woolloomooloo



JOHN PALMER 
GRANT

100 ACRES

Serial 1 P51



PARISH of ALEXANDRIA
COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND



ROLL 
PLAN 738



Deposited 
Deeds
85311.

2.



JAMES OATLEY

INDEX



OATLEY GRANT 

Serial 34 P7

300 Acres



PARISH OF ST 
GEORGE

COUNTY OF 
CUMBERLAND



DEED OF FEOFFMENT

In the Middle Ages, especially under 
the feudal system, the feoffment was 
the deed by which a person was 
given land in exchange for a pledge of 
service.



DRY TRUSTEE

The Dry Trustee is a trustee 
who holds legal title to assets 
without requiring any active 
management or decisions 

making on their part.



Brisbane

Melbourne



CONVERTING LAND  
INCLDING CHURCHES

• Morpeth 4703  No 644

• 1840 - 2016



TORRENS TITLES

Part 3



SIR ROBERT 
RICHARD 
TORRENS





TORRENS TITLE
* INTRODUCED BY SIR ROBERT TORRENS

* MUCH SIMPLER THAN OLD SYSTEM TITLE - 
ONE PIECE OF PAPER RECORDS CURRENT OWNERSHIP AND 
ENCUMBRANCES

* BASED ON SHIPPING RECORDS RECORDED IN ENGLAND

* LATER INTRODUCED INTO PARTS OF CANADA, FIJI, 
MALAYSIA,  SINGAPORE AND RUSSIA



Crown Plan.    5094 - 1761



Crown Grant

Volume 1269 Folio 137

Portion 381



Certificate of  Title

Converted to Folio 



Computer Folio – Current Identifier



DP 238516









Cadastral Records Enquiry Report : Lot 4 DP 238516 Ref : NOUSER
Locality : INVERELL Parish : INVERELL
LGA : INVERELL County : GOUGH

Report Generated 1:25:16 PM, 21 May, 2024
Copyright © Crown in right of New South Wales, 2017

This information is provided as a searching aid only.Whilst every endeavour is made to ensure that current map, plan
and titling information is accurately reflected, the Registrar General cannot guarantee the information provided. For ALL

ACTIVITY PRIOR TO SEPTEMBER 2002 you must refer to the RGs Charting and Reference Maps
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LAND SALE 1886
SALISBURY ESTATE
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500 YEAR LEASE

Book 1788 No 681



DEED OF 
ENLARGEMENT

Book 3174 No 311



FIRST GRANT

James Ruse


